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It is a tragic aspect of our era that our hopes for better times continue to be crushed by reminders
of the injustices of our society. Along with the long awaited spring season, the steady growth of
the number of New Yorkers getting vaccinated give us reasons for optimism. In just the last few
weeks, we’ ve also celebrated the launch of Open Culture, the return of Free Shakespeare in The

Park, and concrete plans for the imminent return of indoor performing arts to our city.

But the pervasive acts of anti—Asian bias and hate we are withessing are searing reminders of the
racism and white supremacy that continue to infect our society and undercut our efforts to rebuild
and recover our city. The loss of so many lives in Atlanta to racist, sexist violence, and the ongoing
rise in acts of bias and hate right here in New York are devastating and almost too much to bear. |
often find myself personally overwhelmed by the sheer amount of violence, hate crimes, and

injustices that many of our fellow New Yorkers face day in and day out.
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More often than not, words fail me when I try to convey a message of reassurance, empathy, and
hope. I struggle to find the strength to offer the support that my staff needs to continue to navigate
these difficult times. I also struggle to bring new perspectives to the ongoing conversations in our

sector.

In the last two weeks, triggered in part by the escalation of crimes against the Asian American
community, I was invited by DCLA’ s BIPOC affinity group to talk about ways to address this issue
both internally within our team, and externally with the sector. Encouraged by the members of the
affinity group, I saw the connections among these incidents of hate and violence — often presented
to us as standalone tragedies — to understand better the pervasive system of oppression directed

at marginal communities that motivates these terrible acts.

Yes, the murder of six Asian American women in Atlanta is first and foremost a hate crime incited
by racism. But it is not an isolated incident. In addition to the pervasive bigotry at the core of this
incident are our society’ s devaluation of women, and our tendency to reduce people to flat
stereotypes based on their race or gender or class, which lends itself to othering. There is an
urgent need for us to see the whole person when we look at our neighbors. The people we lost
were women, working class, Asian, mothers, daughters, friends, and so much more. Yet these acts
of hate demonstrate how our systems erase this richness. Xenophobia toward immigrants, misogyny
toward women, and disdain for poor and working class people are all components of a system that

made them targets for the killer.

Though finding the words to start these conversations can be a challenge, everyone, and especially
those of us who identify as white, must recognize our obligation to acknowledge, understand, and
attack the roots of the privilege and beliefs that undergird bias against Asians and all BIPOC
communities. We unequivocally join our colleagues in condemning these repulsive acts of violence

and hate, and stand in solidarity with our API family, staff, friends, and neighbors.

Our statements of solidarity can provide an entry point to more difficult conversations, questions,
and, hopefully, actions. But the path from statement to action is not always easy or clear. The

BIPOC affinity group at DCLA followed up on our conversation by writing a powerful letter that we

shared with the staff that has provided us a basis for ongoing discussion, understanding, and

collective action. Many of the resources below came from this group and their letter, too. I
encourage you to read and share them as we continue to acknowledge the profound failures of the

systems we are a part of, and how we can tear them down and build something better.
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In solidarity,

Gonzalo (NY HiXX{LE &)

Racial Justice Readings & Resources

o WorkWell NYC Virtual Forum: You are invited to attend a virtual discussion group to

process the recent hate crimes against members of the AAPI community. These discussion
groups are safe spaces for all to voice their concerns, share their thoughts, and learn about

available resources. Upcoming forum: April 7 at 3pm.

o Asian Americans Advancing Justice and Hollaback! Bystander Intervention Virtual

Trainings: “In response to the rise in Anti-Asian/American and xenophobic harassment, we at
Hollaback! partnered with Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC to adapt our free bystander

intervention training as well as offering a de—escalation training to meet this moment.”

o How to Respond to Harassment for People Experiencing Anti—Asian/American
Harassment Training Workshop: “After attending our bystander intervention trainings, many
Asian/Americans want to know —— how do | take care of myself when I experience harassment?
If that's a question you're asking —— this training is for you.” April 2nd, 5 pm Register Here; April
15th, 6 pm Register Here.

o Asian Americans Advancing Justice: “Tell Your Story. Help Us Track Hate.”

o NYC Commission on Human Rights “Stop Asian Hate: A Toolkit for Addressing Anti—

Asian Bias, Discrimination, and Hate.”

o Stop AAPI Hate: Safety Tips for Those Experiencing or Witnessing Hate

o AAPI Women Lead — Community Care Series: “An online series of workshops,

interviews, exercises that are led by our community leaders to help us understand what is going
on with the pandemic and what we can do (including health and wellness lessons), specifically as

Asian and Pacific Islander communities.

[ ) [ Still Believe in Our City: Since fall 2020, NYCCHR’s Public Artist in Residence Amanda
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Phingbodhipakkiya's campaign “1 Still Believe in Our City” has been installed in subway stations,
a billboard at a major Brooklyn thoroughfare, bus stops, and LinkNYC kiosks amplifying NYC's
support for APl New Yorkers in the face of an increase in bias incidents, discrimination, and
harassment. The campaign is this week’ s cover of Time Magazine, which features an unreleased

image originally created for the NYC—focused campaign: https://time.com/magazine/.

@) Learn more, get involved, download free images to use as posters supporting API

community at www.IStilIBelieve.NYC.

o OneWorld COVID-19 Special Collection: The Museum of Chinese in America’s

OneWorld COVID-19 Special Collection “seeks to document and share the stories of Chinese
Americans and the Chinese diaspora resisting coronavirus—fueled hate with incredible acts of
compassion and generosity. This collection will not only feature stories of community efforts but

also highlight experiences of individuals and families during these unprecedented times.”

o Kenneth Tam — Silent Spikes. “With his solo exhibition, Silent Spikes, Tam furthers this

address of masculinity, while exploring intersections of race and labor economics. In this new
work of video and sculpture, Tam considers how Asian men have been stereotyped and maligned

against the iconic trope of American masculinity: the cowboy.”

o Hyperallergic: “What Can Museums and Art Orgs Do to Counter Anti—Asian Hate?”

o “You Do It With Your Heart”: Black Business Solidarity Initiative highlights the

economic power of Black New Yorkers and the cultural significance of Black—owned businesses,
which have long been a cornerstone of New York City neighborhoods. In this new multimedia
series, Black business owners share their backgrounds, and discuss how they have been affected
by the economy, COVID—-19, and growing gentrification. Their oral histories play over stunning

images taken by the Commission on Human Rights’ Public Artist in Residence, renowned

photographer Andre D. Wagner.
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